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Historical Background of Depp famifyPowhatan County, Virginia
*from The Genealogist (volume 17 No. 1, Spring 2003), Cameron Allen

In 1801, a deed of emancipation was filed by John Depp (a white tobacco plantation owne
Powhatan County, Virginia which granted freedom to the children of Lucinda (Lucy) Depp
60fl 010 dzll2y GKS RSFGK 2F W2KYy YR KAA ¢
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The children named in the deed (and birthdates) were Lucinda (1788), Abraham (1791),
Salsbury (1793), Stephen (1795), Esther (1797) and Delila (1800).
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Stephen, and Miles (Esther was his wife) totalling over 540 acres .

John Depp died and his will was proved in 1831. A provision in his will freed Abram
immediately. The children Lucinda and Delila were evidently deceased by this time. The
of the family would not receive their freedom until the death of widow Elizabeth in 1835.

As a free man, Abram Depp travelled to the Ohio lands in 1834 and worked as a blacksmi
(his trade) in Columbus. It was during this time that he located land for sale north of Colun
in Delaware County. Upon the death of widow Elizabeth in 1835, he returned to Powhata
County to settle the family affairs and bring his family to Ohio. He set out with his wife Mg
(Goode) and children Evelina, Matilda, and Aurelius. Mary died during the trip. Other
members of the Depp family arrived in 1836.



Establishment of the Depp Settlement in Ohio
*from The Genealogist (volume 17 No. 1, Spring 2003)

Abram Depp purchased 300 acres of land from Joseph Sullivant on June 3, 1835 and 9C
from Abram Smith on July 1, 1835. This land was in southern Delaware County (Concot

Township) west of the Scioto River. In 1844 he added 50 acres more secured from Augt
Case.

Ohio county records show other land purchases by the Depp family mother (old) Lucy,
brother Stephen, sister Esther and her husband Miles Depp, and children of Esther (Lax
Lucy Ann, Pocahantas, Walker, Mike, and Simon Depp).

These land purchases were adjacent to each other in Delaware County (Concord Towns

Union County (Jerome Township), and Franklin County (Washington Township) and tota
almost 1500 acres.

In 1838, Abram married his second wife China (Ellis) and they had six children together:
John (1839), Parthena (1841), Susan (1842), Lucy (1844), Rachel (1845),
and Keziah (1848).



Lucinda Depp and Her Descendents:
A Freed Black Family of Virginia and
Ohio, Cameron Allen - Volume 17, No.1

Further documentation cited .



Some history of the how the Depp family came to Ohio from Virginiz

Written by genealogist Harold Henderson (Midwestroots.net)
http://midwesternmicrohistory.blogspot.com/2010/02/bookendsiday-genealogisand-empire.html

| really should just pony up for a subscription to The Genealogist, possibly the most
obscure of the top-echelon genealogy magazines. The other day | came across a free
library duplicate of the Spring 2003 issue containing an excellent and lengthy article by
Cameron Allen, "Lucinda Depp and Her Descendants: A Freed Black Family of Virginia
and Ohio," a companion to an earlier article tracing the white Depp family from
Powhatan County, Virginia, to central Ohio.

The black Depps were freed under an 1801 deed of emancipation (effective on the
death of the grantor and wife), and John Depp's 1829 will, probated in 1831. Allen writes:

The most startling fact in the settlement of Depp's estate was the extreme expedition
with which it was accomplished on the heels of the death of his widow, Elizabeth. Her
will, made on 7 January 1835, was proved on 2 February 1835 in Powhatan County. In
just two weeks from the probate of her will, all the land left to the freed slave family was
sold and all the slaves not freed by the will of John Depp were sold on 16 and 17
February 1835. That has to be a record! ... Quite obviously the four projected grantees
under the will had decided [ahead of time] ... that they would not take title, but, rather,
sell their interest through the executor of the will and take the cash to start a new life
elsewhere.


http://www.fasg.org/TheGenealogist.html
http://midwesternmicrohistory.blogspot.com/2010/02/bookends-friday-genealogist-and-empire.html

About the time | read this | had just finished Gordon S. Wood's magisterial (and to me
very informative) Empire of Liberty: A History of the Early Republic, 1789-1815. One of
his major themes is how the high-minded cosmopolitan visions of the Founders
generation morphed into the bumptious, militantly provincial, and rather raw democratic
enthusiasm of the next generation. (Just compare the characters of George Washington
and Andrew Jackson.)

A tragic part of that story is that in the 1790s there were some good reasons to think that
slavery was on the way out, in part because it grossly contradicted the ideals of liberty
that had animated the American Revolution. Virginia slaveholders were less willing to
break up families; Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry, and other southerners deplored the
institution's injustice; new evangelical Baptist and Methodist denominations stood
against slavery; the College of William and Mary conferred an honorary degree on the
British abolitionist Granville Sharp.

It was a false dawn. A combination of technological changes, fear that the black
revolution in Haiti might spread, and a few actual slave conspiracies turned things ugly.
The evangelicals backed off; in 1806 a new Virginia law required freed slaves to leave
the state; and the ideology of racism was reborn to justify the repression.

In this context it comes as no surprise that the white Depps' estate was probated in
record time and that the black Depps had already planned to leave their home for free
soil. Virginia's loss was Ohio's gain. History can illuminate genealogy.


http://www.oup.com/us/catalog/general/subject/HistoryAmerican/EarlyNational/?view=usa&ci=9780195039146

*Excerpt from arti cliéAntébéllam
Li fe I n RIchmond,

Powhatan County bondsman Abraham Depp managed hi:
owner's blacksmith shop. He served customers, arranged
payments, advanced credit, and traveled to Richmond to
purchase iron, steel, leather, and other supplies. Diligent,
nardworking, and astute, "whenever it happened that the
did not allow sufficient time to accomplish the work before
him," the wife of his owner observed of Depp, "the night
supplied the deficiency." After a number of years (and
following his master's death), Depp gained his freedom ar
secured legal title to the enterprise he had managed so
successfully as a slave.




Establishment of the Depp Settlement (1835)
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In 1795, Lucas Sullivant was sent by the Commonwealth of —
Virginia to survey the territory in the Ohio wilderness set  —fwi.f; t\
——— ‘»\ﬁ/\,l.v ‘\\H\'ie\'r

aside as the Virginia Military Lands. The land was to be PR
used as payment to veterans of the Revolutionary War. y ’\H* F
He acquired a total of about 6000 acres of this land (part P g e (R0
of which would become Columbus). Lucas Sullivant died i “ < A
1823 and eventually his son Joseph sold a tract in %)
southern Delaware County west of the Scioto River to NE;

S g "

Abram Depp in 1835.

THE VIRGINIA MILITARY TRACI

i MONROE, JAMES, Patent, Deed Records
: President of Delaware County, Ohio 107
The United States, Vol. 151, page 393
To Executed: 8: 5: 1817
SULLIVANT, LUCAS Filed: 1: 81: 1919

.Con: Military Services
Sur. No. 2547: 888 2/3 A.

“unto Lucas Sullivant as assignee of Robert Cooper, heir at law of the said Appolis Cooper, deceased”
“a certain tract of land containing Eight hundred & eighty eight & two thirds acres, situate between the Little .
Miami and Scioto rivers, north-west of the river Ohio, as by survey bearing dates the first day of November in the
year 1796 and bounded and described as follows, To Wit: Survey of Eight hundred & eighty eight and two thirds
arces on part of a Military Warrant No. 4338, (the whole thereof being for two thousand six hundred and sixty six
and two thirds acres in favor of the said Robert Cooper, on the west side of the west fork of the Scioto, beginning at
a hickory two buckeyes & two white oaks, upper corner on the river to said Coopers Survey No. 2546; thence run-
ning up the river N. 10° W. 100, N. 28° W. 78 poles to a walnut andtwo ironwoods; thence S. 80° W. 445 poles to a
walnut & elm; thence S. 10° E. 320 poles crossing a branchat 50 poles to five lynns; thence N. 80° E. 445 poles, with
the line of said Coopers Survey No. 2546 to the beginning.” -
“To have and to hold * * * unto the said Lucas Sullivant and his heirs and assigns forever”
Signature: By the President
(S) James Monroe
J. Meigs, Commissioner of
the General Land Office.



SULLIVANT, WILLIAM S. Gen. Warranty Deed, Records i WV LR L
do, Michael L. and Franklin County, Ohio, : A Sl I
do, Sarah L., his wife, Vol. 18, page 254 4 SERE '
To Executed: 2: 23: 1832 ;
SULLIVANT, JOSEPH Filed: 3: 2: 1835

‘Con: $10,000.00
‘Witnesses: 2
:Sur. No. 2546: 889 Acres

&
Sur. No. 2897: 309 Acres

“unto the said Grantee and unto his heirs and assigns forever”
“all the several following described tracts or parcels of land situate and being in the State of Ohio, to-wit: One
tract containing 889 acres lying and being in the County of Delaware and State of Ohio, entered and patented in the
name of Robert Cooper, No. of Entry 2546, valued at $2.00 per acre.”
Also other land.
Signatures: William S. Sullivant fS)
Michael L. Sullivant S)

Sarah L. Sullivant (S)
Ack. before: “Jacob Grubb
Justice of the Peace.” |
Venue: Franklin County, Ohio, S
Wife Separately examined.

SULLIVANT, JOSEPH Gen. Warranty Deed, Records
do, Mary Eliza, his wife, Delaware County, Ohio.
To Vol. 13, page 262
DEPP, ABRAM Executed 6, 3, 1835

Filed 10, 12, 1835

Con. $1100.00 ! )

Witnesses, 2

|Sur. No. 2546, 300 A.
“unto the said Depp and his heirs and assigns forever.” :
“lying and being in the County of Delaware in the State of Ohio to-wit: part of Survey No. Two Thousand five
hundred and forty-six (2546) in the Virginia Military District in said County in the name of Robert Cooper.
Bounded and described as follows: i

Beginning on the Scioto River at a red oak and ironwood north-easterly corner to land sold Adam Rider in

same Survey; thence South 71° 30’ W. three hundred and sixteen poles to two sugars and a beech southeasterly
corner to Marsh’s tract on the west side of the original su rvey; thence N. 10° W. along Marsh’s line one hundred
and seventy-nine poles to two sugars and an hickory northeasterly corner of land sold Marsh in said survey; thence
N. 80° E. along the south line of land sold Abraham Smith in said survey, Three Hundred and thirty-five poles to
a lynn, burr oak and red bud on the river corner to said Smith; thence down the river with the meanders thereof
and binding thereon at low water mark to the beginning, containing three hundred acres to be the same more or

less”
Signatures: J. Sullivant (S)
Mary E. Sullivant (S)
Ack. before: “Thomas Wood
Justice Peace, Franklin Co.” s i
Venue: Franklin County, Ohio. e !
Wife joins in premises, covenants of seizin, free and clear and is separately examined. s FEMA R :

No. 8



Establishment of the Depp Settlement (1835)

(excerpt fromHistory of Delaware Countyl880)

Abram Depp, another colored man, came to the township Iin
1834, and bought 400 acres of land. He is dead, and his wife, :
very old woman, lives still upon the land where her husband
first settled. John Day came long before Depp, but did not
identify himself with the township as did Depp, who was a man
exerting a large influence in his neighorhood. Upon his land
was built the old colored Baptist Church, which is said by some
to be the oldest church in Concord Township. 'Depp's church,’
as it was called, was built of logs, and the cracks stopped with
claymortar. However, the congregation growing smaller year
by year, left the church nearly empty, and it was finally
abandoned and torn down.



Establishment of the Depp Settlement (1835)

(excerpt fromheritagepursuit.com1998)

Abraham Depp came from Virginia in 1835 and bought 400 acres
what is now Shawnee Hill$t was the first AfricasAmerican

owned farm in the countyHe also started a Baptist Church here,
and in addition to farming, was a blacksmitHe provided safe
haven as a stop on the Underground Railrodtle Depp property
stayed in the family, more land was acquired and the community
grew to be known as Lucy Depp PaEventually in the 1920s, the
area became a summer resort for black families from Columblus.
has been noted that boxer Joe Louis even stayed here.
5SLIJIQAa azyx ! dzNBfAdzAZ | GGSYRS
Concord Township as a farmer and stock raibi&.also served In
the Civil War and was at Camp Chase in Delaware. IHigdtery of
Medicine & Physicians of Delaware County, Ofikas Fowler says
that the Rev. Depp invited Dr. Samuel Whyte, Jr. to come to
Concord Township to provide medical care to the community.


http://www.heritagepursuit.com/index.html

Establishment of the Depp Settlement (1835)

SomE OHIo NEGEO PIONEERS

In 1835 some of the earnest free colored people of Virginia
were interested in reports of the great opportunities for colored
folk in the State of Ohio, so often called the Buckeye State. At
that time there were no railroads from the slave State Virginia to
Ohio, a free State. But the determined freemen and their families
undeterred by this drawback went forth in covered wagon trains.

One of the earlier groups of pioneers consisted of several
families from and near Richmond Virginia; namely, Abraham
Depp and his wife Mary Goode-Depp, Elias Litchford, James
Poindexter, and Archer Goode, with their families, and Samuel
Willis Whyte accompanied by his son bearing the same name, all
of whom settled in central Ohio, not far from Columbus. Abra-
ham Depp purchased five or six hundred acres, south of Delaware;
Litchford about the same number of acres nearer Columbus; the
elder Whyte, being a mechanie, purchased only about two hundred
arces. Samuel W. Whyte Jr. later left his trade for the profession
of medicine and became noted as a specialist of chronic diseases.
Dr. Samuel Whyte married Miss Louisa Goode, daughter of Archer
Goode. She was of a peculiar sweet disposition, a model com-
panion, and a loving earnest mother. She as often called Saint
Louisa by those who knew her best. She died in 1905.

*Excerpt from theJournal of Negro Historp. 484) 1916




Neighbors- The Whyte family

Dr. Samuel Whyte Jr. settled half a mile south of Home

Road in the midl830s. Although he was born a slave in
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and sent him to schoolHis father, Samuel Whyte, Sr.,

bought him and his mother Amy for $800 from their

master, then bought his own freedom for $1220/hyte

later continued his education and became a respected
physician and surgeorC2 6 f SNJ g NA (GS&az al S
iInformed and an extensive reader, and many came from
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three AfricanAmerican doctors in Ohio.

(excerpt fromheritagepursuit.com1998)



http://www.heritagepursuit.com/index.html

Neighbors- The Whyte family

THOMAS A. WHYTE, farmer and black smith ; P. 0. Jerome, Union
a son of Dr. Samuel W. Whyte Jr., and was born April 19, 1845 in Cq
Township, where he remained with his father, working at blacksmith
and attending school until 22 years of age. After leaving home, he
attended school in Delaware two terms, and from that time until in tt
year 1873, he traveled and worked at his trade in the following place
Columbus, Grove City, Indianapolis and Richmond, Ind.; Springfield
Bates, Ill.; Marysville, Springfield, Xenia and Flint Station, Ohio. Jun
1873, he was married thliss Lucinda Deppdaughter of Abraham
Depp, who, at his death, was the wealthiest colored man in the coul
They have three children John Q. A., Erena K., Rilla L. After his
marriage, Mr. Whyte located in Jerome, Union Co., and opened a
blacksmith shop, where he has a good business ; in addition to this,
owns a good farm in Concord Township of 112 acres.

(excerpt fromHistory of Delaware Countyl880)




Dr. Samuel Whyte, Thomas Whyte, Lucy Depp Whyte (and their sons)




WILL Probate Court ;
of . Delaware County, Ohio.
ABRAM DEPP. Will Records
Vol. 3, page 387
Executed 3—30—1858
Probated 5—19—1858
/Witnesses: 3.

“In the name # # #

“I, Abram Depp # # # do make and publish this my last Will and testament.

Item 1st. I g:ve and bequeath to my beloved wife in lieu of her dower part of the farm on which we now reside
situate in Concord Township, Del. County, containing about four hundred, more or less, acres during her natural
life, and all the stock, household goods # # # and chattels which may be thereon at the time of my decease
during her natural life # # # At the death of my said wife the real estate aforesaid and such part of the
said property or proceeds thereof as may then remain unconsumed # # # I give and devise to my eight chil-
dren, viz: Aurelius, Matilda, John, Parthena, Susannah, Lucinda, Rachel and Keziah and their heirs. If my said
wife China should not survive me, then I give and bequeath the property aforesaid to my eight children above
named and their heirs # # -

Item 2nd. I devise and bequeath unto my said eight children above named the balance of the farm which we now
reside to be divided as equal and equitable as it can be possibly done. ;

Item 3rd. I do hereby nominate and appoint my wife China guardian of all my children under age, until they
arrive at the age of twenty-one years or intermarried, but in case my wife should marry her guardianship of said
children shall cease and determine upon her intermarriage and in her place I do hereby nominate my esteemed
friend Aurelius Depp my son to have the guardianship of them still under age at the date of the intermarriage
of my wire and if the said guardian should die the children shall determine and choose their own guardian # # #
Item 4th. I do hereby appoint and nominate my two sons *-relius and John executors of this my last will and
testament. (John to assume the duty of executor with Avrelius at the time when he, John arrives at the age of
twenty-one years of age) hereby authorizing and empowering thém to compromise, adjust, release and discharge
in such manner as they deem proper the debts and claims duc to me. I do also authorize and empower them if
it shall become necessary to pay my debts or to divide among my eight children, Aurelius, John, Matilda, Par-
thena, Susannah, Lucinda, Rachel and Keziah equally the money so obtained and they may sell private or such
manner upon such terms of credit or otherwise as they may think proper and deeds to purchasers to execute
acknowledge and deliver in fee simple my farm on Indian Run commonly ¢alled my lower place.

Item 5th. John is to live with his mother # # #

Item 6th. I also want it particularly understood that there is to be no division in the.land until after the death of

my beloved wife China # # #. - 3 3
Item 7th. Recites all the children unmarried or not living with their husbands or wives to have a home with their

mother. ;
No. 8. Wife is authorized to rent the farm on Indian Run and have the use of the money for her and children

living with her.

No. 9 The children may rent the farm, but (China may rent to others) # # #.
No. 10. All moneys out belonging to me must be collected, etc.

No. 11. Wife is to use money made on farm to educate children in common school, ete.

I do hereby revoke all former wills by me made. ) ) :
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this thirtieth day of March in the year of the Lord

one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight.

his
ABRAM X. DEPP (S)
mark
No. 9 ,
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(excerpt fromHistory of Delaware Countyl880)

AURELIUS DEHRBRrmer and stockaiser; P. O. Jerome, Union Gdis
father, Abraham Deppwas a native of Virginia, and a blacksmith by
trade, having worked for forty years in one shop, commencing whe
years old; inn 1834, he came to Ohio, stopped in Columbus, where
worked some at his trade, being the second smith to work in that
place. In that year, he purchased the present homestead, at that tir
containing 400 acred-daving returned to Virginia for his family, he
started with them for Ohio, in 1835; before reaching their destinatic
his wife died.About three years after settling here, he married
Chaney EllisAt his death, his property was valued at $30,000; this,
excepting 100 acres of land on which his widow lives and holds du
her natural life, was divided among his childrekurelius Deppwas
born near Richmond, Va., Oct. 20, 1831, his boyhood days were
divided between work on the farm and attending school; at the age
22 years, he entered Oberlin College, which he attended for two
years; his father being in ill health, he was compelled to return hon
and take charge of affairs.




(excerpt fromHistory of Delaware Countyl880)

Sept. 9, 1858, he was married@atharine Letchforddaughter of
Pleasant Letchfordan early settler of Columbus, who was the owner
226 acres of land within a mile of the city, and was a prominent colc
man of the county of Franklin; at his death his property was valued :
about $25,000.After Mr. Depgs marriage, he moved on to his preser
place, which contains, he moved on to his present place, which con
sixty-acres; he also owns severggven acres within a mile of the city
Columbus; nine children are the fruit of their marriaggrdemian

Mary E., Abraham L., Freeman W., Catherarel Queen Victoriaare
still living;Martha E., AureliusandVictor Emanuehlre dead; the latter
andQueen Victoriawere twins. In September, 1864\r. Deppenlisted
In the 12th U. S. C. I.; he was in the two days' battle of Nashville, als
Franklin, Tenn., and Decatur, Ala.; since the war, he has been a
successful farmer and stoc&iser; he has filled some of the township
offices, and is an active man in his neighborhood.



TWENTY-SEVENTH U. S. COLORED TROOPS. .

THREE YEARS' SERVIOE.

This Regiment was organized at Camp Delaware, Ohio, from,Januvary 16
to August 6, 1864, to serve three years. Shortly after being mustered into
the service of the United States, the Regiment was ordered to Camp Casey,
Washington, D. C., where it was stationed awhile, doing garrison duty.
Thence the Regiment went to City Point and Petersburg, Va., it being at the
latter place that it distinguished itself for unsurpassed gallantry and good con-
duct upon the battlefield. The bravery of this Regiment was also displayed
at Chapin's Farm and at Weldon Railroad.

The Regiment was sent down into North Carolina, where it was engaged
a part of the time in doing garrison duty, and the other part of the time in
taking part in the operations, including the skirmishes in and around Fort
Fisher, Wilmington, Goldsboro and Raleigh. It did heroic service, won the
confidence and approval of its superior officers, and after as honorable service
as any of the regiments, it was mustered out of the service of the United States
September 21, 1865, at Smithville, N. C. The Roll of Honor of this Regi-
ment will show eighteen killed in action, and one hundred and forty-nine died
in hospital of disease or wounds received in battle.

The official list of battles in which this Regiment bore an honorable part
has not yet been published by the War Department, but the following list has
been compiled during the preparation of this roster :

PETERSBURG, VA, . " ; . Jury 30, 1864.
WELDON R. R., VA, i g ; Avucusr 18, 19, 1864.
HATCHE'S RUN, VA, . ‘ ‘ . OctoBER 27, 1864.

FORT FISHER (FaLL oF),
(625)
40




Roster of 2" USCT showing enlistment of Aurelius and John Depp in 1864

6856 RosTER oF OH1o0 TROOPS.
. Date of
Names. Rank. E Bntorlut.bo §§ Remarks,
Gdlindu Edward B.....| Private | 20 5 1884 | 1 yr. | No fnrthcr
woll, Heairyore. osoosc)ee. 80 .ss| B {.“' 1884 |1 o |N No further e
Cunpwn. William H..:[ . do....| 18 veesnsss| No record found.
Castell, Ueorge.......... Leeatdo....| 88 bept 19 1864 8 yrs. | No funhcneordf
Chamberlain. Andonon. vees0....| 42 | Sept. 30, 1864 | 1 T, leud d.l;chmd Jnm’.m by order of
ar Department.
Clnmberl. W\llhm evens]ee..0....| 42 | Sept. 26, 1864 | 1 yr. | No farther record found.
Chandler, llum ...... veen@0....| 2 | Aug. 19, 1864 | 1 yr. | No further record found.
Clay, Thom cecssncesfras.@0....| 18 | Sept. 6, 1884 | 1 yr. | No further record found.
Clinton, John veefered0, ... 2| Aug. 19, 1864 | 1 yr. o further record found.
Coleman, Davis .........|....d0....| 35 | Oet. 15, 1854 (1 ¥r. Dbehnl?nd wgyl? 1865, at Columbus, Okis,
by order of ubom
Colwell, Mark......covvu|..0udo,. .| 18 A\:. 22, 1864 | 1 yr. | Substitute: no further record foun
Co'nw.lulh ..... vevesfere@0....] 25 | Mah. 1R, 1865 | 1 yr. e dfl 17. 1865, nOolmhl.M
or of War Department.
Cummings, Edward...... ..d0....| 35 | Bept. 3, 1864 | 8 yre. | Substitute; no further record found.
Bundrid e, Alfred.......|....do,...| 18 | Sept. 20, i yr. | No further record found.
eboe, Hobert...... verea|oiindo....| 18 | Aug. 22, 1884 | 1 ¥yr. | No further record found.
Dep-p. arelins. ..c.eeeeee....d0.,..| 35 | Bept. 3, 1884 } yr. | No farther record found.
R PRI R do....| B Sept. 3, 1864 yr. | No further record found.
nviddlo.&mnel eevesfee O, .| 28 m. 5, 1664 | 1 yr. | No further record found.
ixon, Nelson R........ eendo, L 2R 23, 1864 | 3 yra. | No further record found.

oollo. Daniel.....vueveef....do, ... tu Bept. 14, 1864 | 1 yr. | No further record found.
Joan........ veesd0,...| 18 | Sept. 5, 1864 | 1 yr. o further record found
Eply. ............ @0, 18 | Aug. 23, 1 1 yr. | Substitute; no farther record found.

rly, Geo r? ...... vevesefoeo.do, ... 44 | Bept. 3, 1854 |1 yr golurthorrm found.
Eaves, m R I AR ofevodo... | 36 | Aug. 13, 1864 | 1 yr. | No farther record found.
dw Irwin.. coend0.,..] 38 | Oct. 4, 1864 [ 1 yr. | No further record found
R ) Ax. 9, 1854 | 1 yr. | No further record found.
.oud0....| 20 | Mch. 29, } 8 yrs. | No further record found.
18 | Bept. 12, 1864 | 1 yr. go hmhor mord &nmd.
) do....| 22 | Sept. 3, 1664 { 1 yr. e sty
|z 8, 8 yrs. N‘ nmd‘ found.
.| 43 | 'April 6, 1864 | 8 yrs. | N
2| Aug. 24,1864 |1 yr. | N
.| 26| Bept. 5, 1864 |1 yr. | N
|23 | Mch. 6, 1865 | 3 yre. | N
19 | Aug. 30, I 8yn [ Sh found.
.| 18 pt. 6, 1 3. |5 foand.
2] Aus & |1 5r [N

http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyoh/rosters/27th_us_colored_troops_roster.pdf



Etching of Aurelius Depp tombstone,found In the
Depp Cemetery located near Twin Lakes. Aureliu
served in the Civil War with the Ohio"2Tolored
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he Depp Station on the Underground Railroad

Upon settling on his land, Abram Depp established an Underground Railroad Sta
using limestone caves along the nearby Scioto River (since flooded by the waters
0KS hQ{ KIdzZAKyS&adae wSaSNIW2AND (2 K2dz
and others operated between the Freedom Street Station in Columbus and the D
Station. It was said that no slave having reached the Depp Station was ever retur
bondage.

G¢KS OF @S 4KAOK K2dzZaSR GKS FdzaAAGAGBS
gL GSNARA 2F GKS hQ{KlFIdAKySaae 5IY |yR
crumbled walls of the once beautiful stone house and residence of Abram Depp
cottonwood tree standing in the front yard for more than eighty years spreads its
branches majestically over the ruins today. Around the house to the east, down t
hill slope at the roots of a tree is a spring, hidden by the growth of calomel and gr
It was here they quaffed the sparkling water from a cup or gourd to quench their
GKANRGODP ¢KSaS GKAy3Ia NB o0dzi YdziS NBFB

*excerpted fromLucy Depp Pargromotional brochure (circa 1940)




The Depp Station
was a waypoint on
a major route of
slaves seeking
freedom in e
Canada. Although %?&"r’#%'é’#
Ohio was a free (
state, the Fugitive | \

Slave Act of 1850 mrwror Ul o
allowed pursuers R VT AR

to capture and | ) 4 N
return runaways
to the South and

Atlantic

DR : Ocean
had strict SHlssisdpr N,
penalties for N
ersons harborin B Freo State
P g
[ Slave State

the runaways.

[ Territory

4= Arrows show major avenues

of escape. Widths indicate
\P".\?

relative numbers of runaway
A

slaves.
Gulf of :
Mexico s
400 ol
600 km



Ad appearing in a Columbus, Ohio newspaper seeking return of a runaway from Kentuc

100 DOLLARS

HEWARDY

P ——— ——

Ranaway from the subseriber on the 27th of Jue-
Iy, my Black "Wom:an, named

EMILY,

Seventeen years of :ige, well grown, black color,
has a whining voice. She took with hér one dark
calico and one blue and white dress, a red cords
ed gingham bonnet; a white striped shawl and slipe
pers. -1 will pay the above reward if taken near
the Ohio river on the Kentucky side, or THRERE
HUNDRED DOLLARS, if taken in the State of
Ohio, and delivered to me near Lewisburg, Mason
Co““ty’ K", ’mlo,Sc Ho “TIIJL AMSO
August 4, 1S53,

http://lwww.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/01/21/fugitiveslavesstill-in-dangerin-free-ohio.html



Depp Cemete I'Yexcerpted from www.graveaddiction.com/depp.html)
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Note: According to
The Genealogist
(Spring 2003), a
WPA map indicates
14 graves on the
0.12 acre site.

Depp Cemetery is located qmivate propertyoutside Shawnee Hills, Ohio (Concord

Township, Delaware County).
Depp Cemetery is very small, and it is no longer active. It was an early African Americe

cemetery that was started in the 1800's. In the 1930's, most of the gravestones were
removed by the township for repair and cleaning. They were never placed back in the
cemetery though, and now they are lost. Only one gravestone is still standing; the
gravestone of Aurilus Depp, who was a Civil War veteran.



De PP Cemete I'Yexcerpted from www.graveaddiction.com/depp.htmi)

*Grave marker of Arelius Depp Is visible in picture
on the right
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*Grave marker of Arelius Depp is visible in picture
on the right




Depp Cemete I'Yexcerpted from www.graveaddiction.com/depp.html)

*Gravestone base on the left; possible fragment of
gravestone on the right



De PP Cemete I'Yexcerpted from www.graveaddiction.com/depp.htmi)

*Gravestone base on the left; another possible
fragment of gravestone on the right



map the Depp
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On December 8-9, ) | N YR < A2 Y

2015 soil scientists t":'f. AR L i L ¥ '.’:'..

from the USDA ‘ assiti ?‘9)‘ EY W &\\“‘;q

used ground- i AR - 14 ‘{}"s,_,\ | ,?'} f‘,‘;ﬂ by #ZaN 1Y
penetrating radar to v ' L ‘;2_-il , ‘,.:“ ‘;‘ﬁ. ". "!;fg

computer analysis C g 4

revealed the / "
locations of many , {

of the graves -~ f
present, including _ !
Aurelius Depp. . } |

‘;f'f
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Wes Tuttle, soil scientist from
the United States Department
of Agriculture explains the
gravesite mapping process
using ground-penetrating radar.




%)
0]
=
7p]
=~
©
| -
(@)
Y
o
(@)
=
o
o
®©
S
<
O
0p]
)
)
L
e
O
+
-
0
-
o
>
-
o)
e}
)
=
)
@
o
o
)
)
)
-
r—
Y
o
(@)
=
7))
7p]
Q
O
<




¢ KS

[ dzO @&

5SLIJ 0Sf f

The bell at Lucy Depp Park was ca
at the Fredericktown Bell Company
In Fredericktown, Ohio around 185
It is said that the bell was used as
all-clear signal to runaway slaves
making their way along the Scioto
River from Columbus to the Depp
Station on the underground railroac
In later years, it was used to call
guests to meals at community
gatherings.






Establishment of Lucy Depp Park (1928)

LY 0KS SINIé mhpHnQas
family was owned by Lucinda (Lucy) Depp and
Robert Goode. Mr. Goode dreamed of establishir
a subdivision for black citizens of Columbus who
wished build homes and cottages in order to enjo
the peace and tranquility of the area. The name
Lucy Depp Park was given to the development In
2NRSNJ 02 FAVYEFEEALS D2 2
acreage. In 1928,ucy Depp Parwas plotted; 102
acres divided into 720 lots. Some lots were offere
for as little as fifty dollars.



On Labor Day (September 7, 2015) Gdmo Historical Markerecognizing the Depp Settleme
and Lucy Depp Park was dedicated at the corner of Harriott Road and Frabell Drive.
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Lucy Depp Civic
Association
President Theresa
Dearing and
Winford Dearing
read the
Proclamation from
the Ohio History
Connection
designating the

Depp Settlement
and Lucy Depp
Park as a historical
site.




Larry
Seward
speaking
at the
marker
dedication

ceremony.




Arnett Howard leads a procession to Depp Cemetary after the marker dedicatio




Community
Chaplain Gwyn
Stetler and Co-
Historian Gary
Stetler served as
hosts.




WSYX (Channel 6) news coverage of marker dedication at Lucy Depp Park.

Good Day NEW HISTORICAL MARKER
_ sl LUCY DEPP PARK
JPPNRL LOCAL AL AFTER BEING RESCUED FROM A BURNING CAR YESTERDAY. =%

Sports  NCAAF Ki | 3 ILLINOIS



Establishment of Lucy Depp Park (1928)

*article from Columbus Challenger newspaper (May 22, 1965)



